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1 ACTION E.2 „PUBLIC RELATIONS“ 

1.1 OVERVIEW 

So far, we published several press releases and professional articles regarding the LIFE IP Grass-

BirdHabitats, e.g. the following ones: 

 Press release on the start of the project (see Figure 1) 

 Article in the German ornithological journal “Berichte zum Vogelschutz” regarding the new LIFE 

projects in Lower Saxony (LIFE IP GrassBirdHabitats) and North Rhine-Westphalia (LIFE Wie-

senvögel NRW; Nipkow et al., 2020) 

 Article in the German monthly journal for non-professional and professional ornithologists “Der 

Falke – Journal für Vogelbeobachter” that deals with the issues of the legal Godwit hunting in 

France and the lack of their long-term protection (Melter et al., 2021) 

 Article in the 2021 special issue on grasslands of the journal “Der Falke – Journal für Vogelbe-

obachter” regarding this project and the previous LIFE project “Wachtelkönig & Uferschnepfe” 

(Barkow et al., 2021) 

 Internal annual NLWKN report on a successful start of the project 

 Press release on wintering and returning Black-tailed Godwits 

 

Figure 1: The press release on the start of the project was published in many print and online newspapers, 
e.g. in this online article in CELLEHEUTE 
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The press release on wintering and returning Black-tailed Godwits was a major success. Some news-

papers used the press release with our material including a picture from the project (Figure 2). 

 

Figure 2: NEZ (Niederelbe-Zeitung) used the original press release for a report on returning Black-tailed 
Godwits on 16 March 2022 
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The Deutsche Presse-Agentur (dpa), the most important press agency in Germany, found interest in the 

story and sent a professional press photographer to the Dümmer area. After publishing by dpa, the 

article and information were used in at least 20 newspapers, including national newspapers and the 

journals ZEIT, Süddeutsche Zeitung, Die Welt, stern, Hamburger Abendblatt, Weser-Kurier and many 

others, at least online (see Figure 3 as an example). 

 

Figure 3: The Hamburger Abendblatt used the service from dpa to produce an article on returning Black-
tailed Godwits for the issue on 29 March 2022 
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There also was a very emphatic radio report for children. On 29 March 2022, a programme was broad-

casted on KiRaKa (a children’s radio channel) and made available as a podcast. Additionally, the infor-

mation can be found in an understandable and child-oriented report on the homepage of the WDR 

(Westdeutscher Rundfunk; Figure 4). 

 

Figure 4: The child-oriented report on returning Black-tailed Godwits on the KiRaKa provides information 

on migrating and now-returning breeding birds 

1.2 PUBLICATION LIST AND PRESS REVIEW 

The full list of published press releases and articles can be found in Table 1.  

Table 1: Full list of published press releases and professional articles 

Release date Title Type Released in/on 

2020 
Neue LIFE-Projekte im Wiesenvogelschutz in Nieder-

sachsen und Nordrhein-Westfalen 

Professional 

article 

Berichte zum  

Vogelschutz 

02.02.2021 
Niedersachsen verstärkt Schutz von Wiesenvögeln mit 

EU-Projekt 

Press  

release 

NLWKN website, 

mailing list 

27.05.2021 
Länderübergreifendes EU-Projekt zum Wiesenvogel-

schutz gestartet 

Press  

release 

NLWKN website, 

mailing list 

11.10.2021 Zweite Chance für Uferschnepfen 
Press  

release 

NLWKN website, 

mailing list 
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Release date Title Type Released in/on 

20.10.2021 
Persönlicher Austausch rund um Kiebitz, Uferschnepfe 

und Co 

Press  

release 

NLWKN website, 

mailing list 

03.11.2021 
"En Route" über Europa: Drohen Uferschnepfen neue, 

alte Gefahren in Frankreich? 

Professional 

article 
Der Falke 

15.12.2021 

Grossflächige Wiedervernässung und intensive Vor-Ort-

Betreuung: Wiesenvogelschutz mit LIFE-Föderung in 

Niedersachsen 

Professional 

article 
Der Falke 

2021 
Ein integriertes LIFE-Projekt zur Rettung wiesenbrüten-

der Vogelarten geht an den Start 

Homepage 

article 

NLWKN-Jahresber-

icht 2020/2021 

09.03.2022 
Niedersachsens Uferschnepfen kehren zurück in ihre 

Brutgebiete 

Press  

release 

NLWKN website, 

mailing list 

23.05.2022 30 Jahre EU-LIFE-Projekte 
Press  

release 

NLWKN website, 

mailing list 

Various newspapers picked up the press releases in online and print articles. Table 2 contains an in-

complete press review of the project’s press releases (see also Figures 2, 3 and 4). 

Table 2: Incomplete press review of the project’s press releases 

Release date Title Online/print Released in/on 

02.02.2021 
Land will Wiesenvögel besser schützen: EU fördert Pro-

jekt 
Online 

Süddeutsche 

Online 

02.02.2021 
Niedersachsen verstärkt Schutz von Wiesenvögeln mit 

EU-Projekt 
Online Celle heute 

02.02.2021 
Country wants to better protect meadow birds: EU 

funds project 
Online Teller Report 

04.02.2021 Mehr Schutz für Wiesenvögel Online Weser-Kurier 

17.02.2021 Bijlage: Geïntegreerde LIFE-projecten Online Europa Nu 

03.03.2021 
Ecco i 12 progetti Life-Ip che si spartiscono 121 milioni 

di euro 
Online 

Greenplanner  

Magazine 

14.03.2021 
Niedersachsen verstärkt Schutz von Wiesenvögeln mit 

EU-Projekt 

Online and 

print 

Norderneyer 

Zeitung 

29.05.2021 Damit die Uferschnepfe eine Zukunft hat Print Nordwest-Zeitung 

01.06.2021 Mehr Schutz für Wiesenvögel in Niedersachsen Print Nordwest-Zeitung 

03.06.2021 EU-Projekt Wiesenvogelschutz Print 
Norderneyer 

Badezeitung 

03.06.2021 EU-Projekt Wiesenvogelschutz Print 
Ostfriesischer  

Kurier 

12.06.2021 
Länderübergreifendes EU-Projekt zum Wiesenvogel-

schutz gestartet 
Online Langeoog News 

20.10.2021 
Persönlicher Austausch rund um Kiebitz, Uferschnepfe 

und Co. 
Online 

Osnabrücker  

Rundschau 

16.03.2022 Uferschnepfen kehren zurück Print Niederelbe-Zeitung 
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Release date Title Online/print Released in/on 

30.03.2022 Uferschnepfen brüten wieder am Dümmer Print Niederelbe-Zeitung 

18.05.2022 Dramatischer Rückgang bei Wiesenvögeln Print 
Hannoversche 

Allgemeine Zeitung 

1.3 REFERENCES 
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Niedersachsen. Der Falke, Sonderheft 2021: 64–69. 

Melter, J., C. Marlow, H. Belting, J. Ludwig & A. Barkow (2021). “En route” über Europa: Drohen Ufer-

schnepfen neue alte Gefahren in Frankreich? Der Falke 68 (11): 7–11. 

Nipkow, M., P. Herkenrath, B. Fels & I. Brüning (2020): Neue LIFE-Projekte im Wiesenvogelschutz in 

Niedersachsen und Nordrhein-Westfalen. Berichte zum Vogelschutz 57: 186–187.  
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2 ACTION E.3 “DISSEMINATION OF PROJECT RESULTS” 

2.1 WEBSITE 

The preliminary project website was launched in 2021 and is now available under the following link: 

https://www.grassbirdhabitats.eu/ (see Figure 5). 

 

Figure 5: Homepage of the preliminary project website www.grassbirdhabitats.eu 

The final version of the website is planned to be completed after employment of a professional journalist 

within the project team. 

2.2 POSTERS 

Two posters are planned and first drafts are available. Due to the cancellation of most of the face-to-

face meetings and conferences, there was no specific occasion and need since Covid-19 started. The 

final coordination, tendering and awarding will be left for the future professional journalist. 

2.3 ROLL-UPS 

In total, there are at least four roll-ups in planning. A concept has been developed and first drafts are 

available (see Figures 6 and 7). As with the posters, there was no urgent need for the roll-ups because 

of the Covid-19 restrictions and the final coordination, tendering and awarding will be left for the future 

professional journalist. 

https://www.grassbirdhabitats.eu/
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Figure 6: Draft of roll-up no. 1, the “eye catcher” 



Annual Report 2021 on the Actions E.2 and E.3 ⦁ February 2022 

9 

 

 

Figure 7: Draft of roll-up no. 2 on objectives and measures 



 

The integrated LIFE project “Conservation of Wet Grassland Breeding Bird 

Habitats in the Atlantic Region” (LIFE IP GrassBirdHabitats, LIFE19 

IPE/DE/000004) is funded by the European Union with co-funding from the 

state of Lower Saxony and the project partners Lower Saxony Wadden Sea 

National Park Authority, the planning office BioConsultOS, the Province of 

Friesland, the University of Groningen as well as the agricultural coopera-

tive Collectief Súdwestkust and the nature conservation association 

BondFrieseVogelWachten from the Netherlands.  

The Project focuses on the protection of grassland birds such as Black-

tailed Godwit, Lapwing and Curlew and their habitats. The aim is to create 

and connect optimal breeding areas. 

Project duration: 01.11.2020 – 31.10.2030 

 

www.grassbirdhabitats.eu 

 


